Psychiatric and cognitive profile in Anderson-Fabry patients: a preliminary study.
Anderson-Fabry disease (AFD) is an X-linked inherited lysosomal storage disorder disease caused by a deficiency in the activity of the alpha-galactosidase enzyme. We investigated neuropsychological and psychiatric function in AFD patients. We studied 16 AFD patients, aged 7 to 61 years. Intelligence, language, vision-spatial abilities, memory, sensorimotor abilities, and attention and executive functions were tested with a computerized test battery as well as standard paper and pencil tests. The results were compared to known age-based norms. In addition, all patients were screened for lifelong DSM-IV Axis-I and Axis-II psychiatric diagnoses, and 4 were interviewed by a psychiatrist. Performance on most cognitive measures was within average range. All measures of information processing speed were significantly reduced, as were some measures of executive functions. Ten out of 16 patients met DSM-IV criteria for Axis I or Axis II diagnoses at some point in their lives. This preliminary study delineates a psychiatric and cognitive phenotype in AFD patients and contributes to the growing field of characterizing behavioral phenotypes of patients with genetic diseases. We suggest that psychiatric and neuro-psychological evaluation be included in the patient's evaluation.